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(54) Finger mounted swimming aid. 



(57) A finger mounted swimming aid comprising a band of material attached to the hand. The material 
between the fingers and thumb acting as swimming aid webs. The band may be attached to the hand by = 
means of finger and thumb pockets to retain each finger and thumb and/or spaced, formed slits, whereby each 
finger and thumb is passed through the slits, thus attaching the aid to the hand. 

Alternatively, or as well, loops may be formed to retain the base of each finger and thumb. A strap may 
be used, attached to each side of the aid and fitting across the back of the hand. 
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IMPROVEMENTS IN OR RELATING TO SWIMMING AIDS. 

This invention relates to swimming aids. 

One form of swimming aid comprises a webbed clove. 
The invention provides an inexpensive alternative to a 
webbed gJove and also avoids at least one fault processed 
by a webbed alove, namely thecollection ofwater within 
the Glove .... 

According to the invention a sv^imming aid comprises, a 
band of material, genarally crescent shaped, preferably 
flexible .a.nd formed with pockets to- retain, the end of 
each finger and thumb, whereby the band is secured to the 
hand, the portions of the band between the finoers and 
thumb serving as sv/imming aid webs. 

An embodiment of the invention wilJ now be described by 
w&y of example only,. with reference tp the accompanyinq 
drawings, wherein: 

Figure 1 is a veiw of the back^of the left hand showing 

the swimming aid in position. 

Figure 2 is a veiw of the palm of the left hand showinq 
the sv/imming aid in position. 

Figure 3 is a veiw of the back of the left hand showing 
the swimming aid in position with a retaining strap. 
Figure 4 is a plan veiw of the swimming aid showing the 
finger pockets before sewing or otherwise fixed into 
position as well as spaced finger slits. 

Figure 5 is a veiw of the back of the left hand showing 
spaced slits securing the swimming aid to the hand.. 
Figure 6 is a veiw of the palm of the left hand showing 
spaced slits securing the swimming aid to the hand. 
Figure 7 is a veiw of the back of the left hand showing 
elongated finger pockets on the thumb and little finger. 



The figures show a swimminc aid "A" comprising a band of, 
^referabiy flexible sheet material such as neoprene, 
•W^lich U - tetiiiient. as well es "flexible: Materials other 
than neoprene may be used, for. example, cotton, linen, 
plpstic pr rubber meteriaU, or combinations of euitable 
materials, which may be reinforced by any means as 



reoui red . 

The figures show dotted ,„1 ines Which ..represent the - parts 
of the users hand obscured by the parts of the swimming 
aid "A". 

The swimming aid "A" as shown in Figure t , wi th . finger 
•popkpts "B"to retain the end of eaqh finger and thumb. 
The^e finp^r pockets "B" may ennesp the fingers and thumb 
tfc feny a>rpee and may be stitched or Otherwise attached. 

It may be advantageous for the finger pockets !!B" to be 
longer on the thumb and little finger, both being on the 
outer of the. swimming aid"A" as shown in Figure 7. 

The finger pockets "B" may hav^ any number of holes to ^ 
release surplus water from within the finger pocket "B". ^ 

The finger pockets "B" may be an integral part of the 
sheet material as shown in Figure 3. This would simplify 
the Hanufacturing procedure. The dotted lines in Figure 3 
represent the point at which the finger .pockets "B" may 
be folded to create the finger pockets "B" as shown in 
f icu^e 1 . 

The slits -..C-" ertable the user to qttach the swimming aid 
•A" to tMp hand as shown iA Figures 6 and 5. Any number 
(Sf Ali.^E may be Us^ri in any suitable positioh on the 

ewimf^ing Bid "A". The sl^ts "C- «,*.y be formed with a hole 
at either end to help prevent tearing of the material. 
Any other means of reinforcement may be «(l.ployed for this 
purpose . 



Any number of retaining loops "D" may be used, as shown 
in Fioure 3,. tc. attach the s.v.'im.minD. aid, "A" to. the hand. 

The retaining loops "D" may be positioned in any suitable 
mcnner on the swimmino aid "A" and can be stitched or 
otherwise attached on each side of the finger or thumb or 
asrequired.. 

A retainino strap "E" may be employed as shown in Fiaure 
3. This retoininc strap "E" may be elasticated to ' ere 
some decree of tension v/ithin the swimmincj aid "A"» 

The retaining strap "E" may be made of any suitable 
materi.al and may be- secured using any suitable means for 
example, velcro or a button may fasten two parts of the 
retaining strap "E*' across the back of the hand when the 
swimminr ait' "A" is in position. 



The retaining strap "E" may 
sheet naterial , as described 
or nay be attached to the 
suitable positi o,s^'. 



be an integral part of the 
for the finger pockets "B" 
swimming aid "A" in any 



Any combination of methocs may be employed to retain the 
swimming aid "A" to the hand. 

A swimming aid "A" according to the invention may be 
formed so that the number of digits on each hand, used by 
the wearer may be varied from thefour fingers and thumb. 
For example, an aid may be formed so that only the 
fingers of the user may be employed. 



Other modifications of the invention 
swimming aic "A" formed by moulding. 



may 



comprise 



Claims • 



What is claimed is: 

1. A finger mounted swimming aid comprising a crescent 
shaped band of material attached to the hand by various 
means. The material between the fiv& digits of each hartd 
acting as swimming webs. 

2. A swimming aid as set forth in claim 1., in which the 
ban.d is attached to the hand by ineans of thumb. and finger 
packets which may encase the thumb or finger to any dearie 
and which may also have one or more holes for dispellina 
water from within the thumb or finger pocket. 

3. Aswimming aid as set forth in claims 1. and 2., in 
which the base af e.*cti finger and Ihu^nb may- be attached to 
the bend by me^sin^ of slit? formed in the material, the 
slits being reinforced 9$ neccessary. 

A. A swimming aid as set forth in claims 1. and 2. , in 
which the base of each finger or thumb may be attached to 
the band by means of loops attached to the band between 
each finger and. thumb, as. shown in Figure 3, "D". 

5. A swimming aixj as set foj^th in claims 1* and. 2*, in 
which the base of e^^ch fir?ger and thumb are attached to. 
^the. band by means of a strap aci^oss the back of the hand. 
The strap may be attached to the band at the base of the 
thumb and little finger as shown in Figure 3, at points 

( i ) . 

6. A swimming aid as set forth in claims 1,, 2. and 5., in 
which the finger and thumb pockets and strap may be an 
integral part of the material, whereby the crescent shaped 
band incorporates the finger and thumb pockets as shown in 
Figure 4. The. finger and thumb pockets can then be folded 
and sewn ( or otherwise attached ) to create tha finger or 
thumb pockets. 

7. A swimming aid as set fqrth in claim 1,, in whifch 

retaining- slits are formed in the band to enable the bgnd 
to be attached to the fingprs a^ described in Fioure $*, 
"C* indicating the fornied sllkfe. 




[I 



5/^ 




likainlner's report to the Comptroller under Section 17 
(The Search report) 



Application number 
GB 9321473.2 



Relevant Technical Fields 



(i) UK CI (Ed.L) 

(ii) Int CI (Ed.5) 



A6D D43 

A63B 31/02, 31/08, 31/10 



Search Examiner 
D W WHITFIELD 



Date of completion of Search 
9 DECEMBER 93 



Databases (see below) 

(i) UK Patent Office collections of GB, EP, WO and US 
specifications. 

(ii) 

Categories of document 

X: Document indicating lack of novelty or of inventive step. P: 

Y: Document indicating lack of inventive step if combined with 

one or more other documents of the same category. E: 



patent 



Documents considered relevant 
following a search in respect of 
Claims 
1-7 



Document indicating technological background and/or state 
of the art. 



Document published on or after the declared priority date 
but before the filing date of the present application. 

Patent document published on or after, but with priority dale 
earlier than, the filing dale of the present application. 



&: Member of the same patent family; corresponding document. 



Category 


Identity of document and relevant passages 


Relevant to 
claini(s) 


X 


GB 384157 


(REINISCH) Whole disclosure 


1,2 


X 


GB 301691 


(STIDWORTHY) Whole disclosure 


1,2 


X 


US 4618328 


(CHI) Whole disclosure 


1,2 


X 


US 4548588 


(KOSUGE) Whole disclosure 


1,2 


X 


US 3742539 


(OKUNIEWSKI) Whole disclosure 


1,2,4 


X 


US 2016538 


(BORGMAN) Whole disclosure 


1,2, 


X 


US 2010750 


(DAWZDA) Whole disclosure 


1,2 



!!^!^m,r-ir" " r '^'h 1' '^"'t""' IT^""'" '^P^fKa.ions as ouUincd periodically in U.c Official J 

(Patcms). The on-line databases considered for seareh are also lisled periodically in .he Oflicial Journal (Palenis). 



ournal 



T8 - 1460 



. Page 1 of 1 



